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From the Assistant Director...
Summer has sprung...
Typically, we think of spring time breathing new life into
the Earth as the snow melts and the flowers bloom. Newborn animals explore their surroundings and the birds are
chirping for the first time in a while. For a school, that
same period of time is the summer.
As we leave for the summer, MSA, its buildings, students,
and staff are all being rejuvenated before we return in August. For the physical space on campus, summer is a busy
time. Walls will be painted and the parking lot will be fixed
up. Building A is getting a new roof and building B will be
getting a new heating and cooling system.
In addition, teachers and students will be taking a much
needed break from the classroom. Although the summer
allows for professional development and curriculum reorganization, rest and relaxation are also vital to the long term
success of MSA. Personally, I will be taking some time to
fish, attend my kids’ tball/baseball games, and I have a canoeing trip planned. Whatever it is you do, I hope you all
have a wonderful summer and I can’t wait to see you back in
September.
Have a great summer!
Tom Johnston
Assistant Director
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Congrats on your retirement, Mr. Shelton!
You will be missed!
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Battle of the Books
Calling all Middle School Readers!
Summer is the perfect time to enjoy reading our Battle of the Books selections for 2019-2020!
MSA is once again excited to offer our Battle of the Books program for all interested 6th, 7th, and 8th graders!
It’s a friendly competition during which teams of students read books from the list (see below), meet with
their coaches and team members to prepare, then answer trivia-based questions during the battle event!
We’ll form teams in the fall, so why not use summer reading time to start preparing? Battle of the Books is
great reading fun; please join us!
Here are the 2019-2020 Battle of the Books selections chosen from the Maud Hart Lovelace nominees:
Cyclone by Doreen Cronin
The End of the Wild by Nicole Helget
Framed! by James Ponti
Greetings from Witness Protection by Jake Burt
The Parker Inheritance by Varian Johnson
Refugee by Alan Gratz
Terror at Bottle Creek by Watt Key
Towers Falling by Jewell Parker Rhodes
Students may visit their local libraries to check out these books over the summer. MSA copies will be available to borrow in the fall. Please see our Battle of the Books website for more information. Happy reading!
https://www.mnmsa.org/activities/battle-books/

Spring Sports Success
It’s been a busy spring for MSA’s athletes. Congrats to
everyone who participated in a sport at MSA this spring.
Of note, Greta Hansen and Harris Anderson both earned
a trip to the state Track and Field meet. The baseball
team lost this past weekend, but still has a legitimate
opportunity to win two games to earn a birth in the class
A state tournament.
Monday, June 10th is also the state clay target competition in Alexandria. Lily Swanson is the highest ranked
shooter in the conference and is ranked 111 out of approximately 11,000 competitors in the state.

From the Office


The Building B office will be officially open TuesdayThursday from 10 am—2 pm beginning the week of June
10th. If you need assistance outside of those hours,
please contact us at 651-578-7507 to make alternative
arrangements ahead of time.



Exception: MSA will be closed on Thursday, July 4th in
observation of Independence Day.



ALL student medication needs to be picked up from either Building A (6-8th grade) or Building B (9-12th grade)
by June 10th. “Non-controlled” medication will be sent
home with students on June 7th. “Controlled” medication MUST be picked up in the office by a parent or
guardian.



Please claim your items from the lost and found. All unclaimed items will be donated after June 7th.

The robotics team also finished in 2nd place in the state
competition back on May 18th!
Congratulations and good luck to all of you!
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Summer Open Gym and Fall Activity Sign Up
Summer open gym times will be the weeks of June 11th - June 27th and July 16th - August 1st.
8:00 - 10:00 Girls Basketball
10:00 - 12:00 Volleyball
12:00 - 2:00 Boys Basketball

Fall Sports Offered:
Boys Soccer - coop with TCA
Girls Soccer - coop with TCA
Football - Coop - The Academy Force Team
Girls Volleyball
Girls Cross Country
Boys Cross Country
Fall sports start date is August 12th. Captains' practices will be starting before this date with
info to come out later this summer.

Upcoming Events
Last day for Seniors—June 6
Graduation Rehearsal—June 7, 10 am, Gymnasium
Last Day of School–June 7
MSA Graduation—June 7, 6 pm, Gymnasium
Senior Lock-In—June 7 and 8, 10 pm—6 am
Finance Committee Meeting—June 12, 4 pm, Carmine’s Restaurant
BOD Workshop—June 17, 5 pm, Room 10A
BOD Meeting—June 17, 6:15 pm, Room 10A

Quote of the month

“Don’t put off
until tomorrow
what you can
do today.” Benjamin
Franklin
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“Break-in boxes” - Psychology
These break-in boxes are modeled after those presented at the MNTOPSS (MN Teachers of Psychology in Secondary Schools) conference. There are a
total of three tool boxes, with eight different locks.
Six on the outside, then two additional nested tool
boxes on the inside. In order to open each lock,
the students have to solve different contentrelated puzzles. This version had puzzles all about
the brain, damage to the brain, and brain scans.
The students need to work cooperatively on each
puzzle, and turn in their solutions as part of the
credit. Once they open them all, the last toolbox
has candy inside as a reward. I like these as an alternative strategy for summative review, but they
can also be used as a focus activity or even a formative assessment. I would not have been able to
create the break-in box set without the GTTM Impact grant - thank you so much MSA community!

Freaky Friday
The theater department hosted it’s final performance of the
school year with an amazing rendition of “Freaky Friday”.
Freaky Friday is a musical about what it would be like if a
mother and her daughter switched places for a day. The
Mother, Katherine (played by Grace Ledvina), was getting
married the next day and was very controlling. The daughter,
Ellie (played by Maya Dalal), is a little irresponsible and is
planning to do something called “the hunt” that night and is
totally crushing on the list master, Adam (played by Sam
Wurdemann). Ellie’s friends, Gretchen and Hannah (played
by Maya Crandall and Ava Griffin respectively), get mad at
Ellie because she turns on them during the day and tries to
team up with Savannah, the mean girl (played by Lily Dempsey), for the hunt and they kick Ellie out of their team. Eventually they do let her back on the team, but they ditch her for
a while. Adam also gets mad at Ellie because she wanted him
to put something on the list for the hunt but he didn’t want
anyone except himself to know any of the clues for the hunt.
Although eventually he understands what she was trying to
do and asks her out. In the end everyone comes out with everything working out for them.
- McKayla Pierce

Homework Help Tip of the Month
Don’t procrastinate on your summer math packet! It is meant to help you keep your skills
sharp over the summer...
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Board of Directors Information
MSA Community:
The Board of Directors (BOD) held a second straight marathon meeting on Monday, May 20, 2019. Two
members of MSA’s community provided thought provoking comments during the workshop regarding
the proposed revision to policy 504 Student Dress and Appearance. I encourage everyone to continue to
discuss this and all other important issues that come before the BOD. Letting the BOD know your
thoughts is how the best possible decisions are made. Later in the meeting, the revised Student Dress
and Appearance policy was passed and is now in effect.
The most important action of the evening was the approval of the contracts for teachers, educational assistants, and administrative staff. The families of MSA are extremely fortunate to have such dedicated
professionals working to ensure that the best education possible is provided to all students. Related actions included the approval of an updated Staff Handbook, and a small change was made to the School
Calendar (March 3, 2020 is now a non-bus school day).
The number of ninth graders that can be admitted for the 2019 – 2020 school year was increased to 82.
However, no new high school students will be admitted after the first week of school. Take a look at Ms.
Pundsack’s message of May 21, 2019 for additional information regarding these changes.
Reports from most of the BOD’s committees were also presented, and the approval of revisions to two
other policies was completed. Please see the meeting minutes for the enthralling details.
The public meeting ended as the BOD went into closed session to finish work on two topics that included
the completion of the Director’s performance review. A special “thank you” goes out to all the individuals
who completed the Director’s Survey. Your inputs improved the quality of the review and contributed
significantly to the creation of next year’s goals.
The draft of this meeting’s minutes will soon be available on the schools website at https://
www.mnmsa.org/bod/meeting_minutes/.
The next regular BOD meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 17, 2019 beginning with a workshop at
5:00 pm (if needed). The regular meeting follows at 6:15 pm when the newly elected BOD members take
their seats at the decision making table. Thus begins a new chapter in the history of the State’s number
one school: the Math and Science Academy. All the action occurs in Building A, room 10A. The public is
welcome to attend.
Finally, this is my final note to all of you as my term on MSA’s Board of Directors will come to an end at
the June meeting. It has been an honor serving you these past three years. I leave knowing that you have
elected excellent members to the Board, and they will do what it takes to make sure MSA remains the
best school in the State of Minnesota.
Sincerely,
Ken Thielman
Board Chair
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Prom 2019
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